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Outline 

What is the OzFlux Data Portal? 

Current portal contents 
• Audit at June 2013 

OzFlux Data Portal Phase 2 
• What was done? 

• What are the implications? 

Contribution to FluxNet 
• What does this mean? 

• What has to be done? 

 



WHAT IS THE OZFLUX DATA PORTAL? 



What is the OzFlux Data Portal? 

Repository for data collected at OzFlux towers. 

Automatic feed of metadata to TERN Data 
Discovery Portal, Research Data Australia. 

Mechanism to share data with other researchers 
and with the general public. 

 









CURRENT PORTAL CONTENTS 
What is the OzFlux Data Portal? 



Summary of Portal Contents 

63 site-years of data 

• Up from 46 site-years in February 2012 

28 sites (one site per collection) 

• 13 TERN-funded, 15 non-TERN funded 

9 OzFlux sites are also members of the 
Australian Supersite Network 

123 user accounts 

• 75% Australian, 25% international 

 



Data Years by Site Numbers 



OzFlux Sites by Institution 



Site-years by Institution 



Data Period by Site 



Last Data on the Portal 



OZFLUX DATA PORTAL PHASE 2 

What is the OzFlux Data Portal? 

Current Portal Contents 



Summary of Phase 2 

Usability 
• Introduced “Map” view of collections 

• Additional information for users 

• All data collections are visible to anonymous users 

Data License: 
• Protects data owner’s rights when data released 

• OzFlux has adopted the TERN BY-SA-NC license: 
 “BY” - attribution 

 “SA” - share alike 

 “NC” - non-commercial 

Restricted Access: 
• Up to 18 months to protect post-graduate student work 

 



Restricted Access 

RA is applied at the time data is uploaded to the portal: 
• Intended only to protect post-graduate research. 

• Intended for once only application. 

In migrating from ODP Phase 1 to Phase 2, RA was 
applied to all data on the portal: 

• Expiry date is 16th November 2014 

• RA needs to be lifted for data not being used for post-
graduate research 

• RA needs to be lifted for historical data: 

 In theory, any data older than 18 months 
In practice, any data older than 24 months 

 



The Process for Lifting RA 

Site PIs can lift RA at any time: 

• Log in to portal and set the RA expiry date to the 
next day. 

OzFlux data manager will contact site PIs: 

• I will contact PIs over the next 2 months to 
negotiate lifting RA on as much data as possible. 

TERN will insist we comply. 

 



CONTRIBUTION TO FLUXNET 

What is the OzFlux Data Portal? 

Current Portal Contents 

OzFlux Data portal Phase 2 



OzFlux in FluxNet 

FluxNet (http://fluxnet.ornl.gov/) is the global 
network of ecosystem flux towers: 

• ~500 sites 

FluxNet Synthesis Database 

• 2007 La Thuile synthesis 

• 2010 Berkley synthesis 

 The Berkley synthesis has not been released yet 

 The opportunity exists for OzFlux sites to contribute 

 Howard Springs, Fogg Dam and Tumbarumba 

 

http://fluxnet.ornl.gov/


Contributing to the Berkley Synthesis 

FluxNet will accept OzFlux L3 netCDF files: 
• OzFlux QC/post-processing system will produce CSV files in 

the FluxNet format. 

• Current proposal is to allow OzFlux to contribute until the 
end of July. 

FluxNet is covered by a “data policy”: 
• This is not a license, OzFlux will investigate using the TERN 

BY-SA-NC license. 

• The OzFlux Fair Use Data Policy is based on FluxNet Free 
Access policy 

RA to be lifted for OzFlux data contributed to FluxNet 

 



SUMMARY 

What is the OzFlux Data Portal? 

Current Portal Contents 

OzFlux Data portal Phase 2 

Contribution to FluxNet 



Summary 

Data submission to the ODP is very good: 

• Re-processing and keeping up to date. 

Phase 2 of the ODP development complete: 

• Usability and data license. 

• Need to lift RA on data. 

Contribution to FluxNet: 

• OzFlux may still be able to contribute to the Berkley 
synthesis. 

• Contact Peter Isaac for information on contributing 
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